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Repopulation Agreement for Cape Horn Fire

Northern Rockies Incident Management team, Bob Fry - Incident Commander

Kootenai County Sheriff’s Office, Ben Wolfinger - Sheriff

The intent of this repopulation agreement is to let current residents back into their homes as soon as safely possible.  There are always some inherent risks present in the urban interface when residents repopulate an area affected by wildfire.

There continues to be a voluntary evacuation.  The purpose of the evacuation is to provide firefighters as much time as possible to complete mop up operations around homes, along the fire containment lines, and along road ways.  Fire Activity and conditions will dictate whether residents will be allowed to stay.  If you do not feel safe staying there, please leave the area.

Area of repopulation

The Cape Horn Road area will be repopulated for resident only access on Thursday, July 9, 2015.  Non-residents will be allowed into the area at a later date.
What to Expect

Expect to see some fire and smoke.  The fire area is a dynamic environment and you will continue to see smoke until the end of the summer.  Crews mop up for a few hundred feet of the primary routes, lines and structures.  Creeping and smoldering fire will be present beyond that.  There continues to be a lot of work to be done and there will be firefighters around your homes and on the roads for numerous days and nights.  Please let firefighters do their assigned work.  Expect to see additional law enforcement patrol.  Patrol your house on a regular basis looking for issues.
Some structures may be intact but damaged.  Check closely for structural damage, especially along vulnerable areas such as decks, walk ways, windows, roofs or stairways.  The power is in the process of been restored to the meter, but you may have problems beyond that point.  Inspect the electrical lines and boxes very closely and be prepared to shut down the main breaker at any indication of a problem.  Many of the propane tanks/ gas lines were shut off during the fire fight.  Inspect the lines before turning the gas back on.  If an odor of gas is present, shut the gas down and have it inspected by a certified gas specialist.  If a service technician needs this service, coordinate entry approval thru the Incident Commander.

There will also be other hazards present such as hazardous trees or root systems damaged by the fire.  Hazard trees will continue to come down through out the summer, especially during windy days.  Limbs and snags may fall also.  Stump holes will also be present. Rolling rocks and slides can also be hazardous. We have tried to drop many of the hazard trees, but many will still be present.  Be aware of possible burning hazardous materials and associated smoke and fumes.  Precipitation will increase the likelihood of this occurring, especially in future months and years.
Admittance and Travel Times

Authorized residents will be admitted only with an access pass.

Travel on the roads is one of the most hazardous items.  We have many fire trucks and overhead personnel working in the area.  We have informed them of the repopulation, but the increased traffic will cause increased dust and conditions will require every one to slow down.  We are asking residents to only go into their residence and limit their travel for several days to lessen the chance of an accident.  We are restricting travel between the hours of 7:00 am – 9:00 am and 7pm-9pm.  Fire trucks will be traveling in and out during these hours.  This will lessen competition for the roads resulting in a safer situation for drivers.  Please drive directly to and from your residence.  
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