RESOLUTION NO. 2023-_____
AN EMERGENCY JOINT RESOLUTION OF GALLATIN COUNTY AND MADISON COUNTY PROHIBITING ALL OPEN BURNING IN THE BIG SKY RESORT AREA DISTRICT AND BIG SKY HIGH FIRE HAZARD AREA
WHEREAS, the Big Sky Resort Area District was created by Gallatin County Resolution 1998-29, is located within both Gallatin and Madison Counties, and is legally described as:

The Gallatin County segment of the boundary is described as follows: Commencing at the intersection of the Gallatin-Madison county line and the Township line between Township 7 South and Township 8 South, thence due east along said Township line to the Gallatin River-Yellowstone River drainage divide, thence north along said divide to where it intercepts the Gallatin-Park County line, thence north along said county line to where it intercepts the Township line between Township 5 South and Township 6 South, thence due west along said Township line until it intercepts the Township line between Range 1 East and Range 2 East, then South along said Township line between 7 South and Township 8 South, thence due East along said Township line to the Point of Beginning.

The Madison County segment of the boundary is describe as follows: Commencing at the intersection of the Gallatin-Madison County line and the Township line between Township 7 South and Township 8 South, thence due west along said Township line to the east boundary of Range 1 East, thence north along said Range boundary line to the south boundary line of Township 5 South, thence east along said Township line to the Gallatin-Madison county line, thence due south to the Point of Beginning; and
WHEREAS, Gallatin County and Madison County entered into an Interlocal Agreement for Interjurisdictional Disaster and Emergency Services for that portion of the Big Sky Resort Area District located within Madison County (“Defined Service Area”); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement, Gallatin County is obligated to provide Disaster and Emergency Services within the Defined Service Area, including Open Burning/Burn Permit and Fire Restriction Coordination; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement, Madison County designated the Gallatin County Chief of Emergency Management and Fire as Fire Warden for the Defined Service Area; and 
THEREFORE, Gallatin County provides Disaster and Emergency Services, and the Gallatin County Fire Warden is the Fire Warden, for the entire Big Sky Resort Area; and

WHEREAS, the Gallatin County Fire Control Regulations, adopted by Gallatin County Resolution No. 2014-004, define the Big Sky High Fire Hazard Area as land in Gallatin County South of 45.407 Degrees (US 191 Milepost 61.5) and North of 45.054 Degrees (US 191 Milepost 32; and

WHEREAS, the Gallatin County Commission and Madison County Commission can restrict activities in high fire hazard areas pursuant to § 7-33-2212, MCA; and

WHEREAS, the Gallatin County Commission has further authority pursuant to Gallatin County Fire Control Regulations to “require any person, firm or corporate entity to cease any or all operations or activities including all burning activity in any Gallatin County High Fire Hazard Areas,” including any Open Burning and any Recreational Fires; and
WHEREAS, due to current weather conditions in the Big Sky Resort Area and Big Sky High Fire Hazard Area, including extreme high heat, high winds, local fire activity, low humidity, and general high fire danger throughout the area, emergency precautions are required to prohibit all open burning in the Big Sky Resort Area and Big Sky High Fire Hazard Area to protect health, life and property;

WHEREAS, the Gallatin County Fire Warden has recommended the Gallatin and Madison County Commissions adopt this emergency resolution throughout the Big Sky Resort Area and Big Sky High Fire Hazard Area;

WHEREAS, the Gallatin County and Madison County Commissions may adopt an emergency resolution without providing 48-hours’ notice, pursuant to § 2-3-112, MCA, when they must make a decision to deal with an emergency situation affecting the public health, welfare, or safety; and

WHEREAS, for the foregoing reasons, the Gallatin County and Madison County Commissions find that an emergency situation affecting the public health, welfare, and safety exists, and it is necessary to adopt the following protective measures throughout the Big Sky Resort Area and the Big Sky High Fire Hazard Area.

NOW, THEREFORE, it hereby is resolved as follows:
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, and through___________________, all open burning in the Big Sky Resort District and Big Sky High Fire Hazard Area is PROHIBITED. This prohibition includes all burn barrels, field burning, recreational fires, and campfires.

DATED this _____ day of _____________, 2023.
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